WATER WISE GARDENS

With growing demands on our water supplies, choosing suitable plants foruse in our gardensis
becoming increasingly important. There are manyAustralian native plantsthat areideal for

creatinglow-maintenance and low wateruse gardens. Many of our native plants have
adaptations that help them survive through periods of little rain and, therefore, areideal touse in

a water wise garden.

There are three important stepsto consider when designing a waer wise garden:a) careful plant
*lection; b) mulch; and c) choice of plant position.

When wateris scarce, plants that are efficient at using and consewing water have the greatest
chance o surviving and performing well. Water necessarily escapes the pant through smal
openingsin leaves called stomata. By redricting water log in thisway, the plant can more
efficiently conseve and use water. Strategies that can help the plant reduce this loss include:
waxy covelings on the leaves; small leaves (oftenso small that they resemble scales or needles);
hairs on the leaves; leaf-orientation and leaf colour.

Gum trees (species of Eucalyptus and Corymbia)often have leaves that hang verically, raher
than the more usual horizntal ofentation. Many speciesof wattle (Acacia spp.) lose theirtrue
leaves as they mature and flattened leaf gems (phyllodes take over the normal rde of leaves.
Silver ard light-wloured leaves can helpreflect sunlight. Coastal heath plants often have anall
leaves that minimise moisture loss. In plants such as she-oaks (species of Allocasualina and
Casualina)the leaves are so small that they resemble small scales on the needles.

Mulch can help reduce evaporation of moisture from the sil. Using organic mulch also helps
condition the soil by adding nutrients and structure. This conditioning of the soil hepsit retain
moisture after rainfall. Non-organic mulch, such as small pebbles, can be effectivein rock-
gardens.

Understanding the microcimatesand the topography of your garden will help you select and
position throughaut the garden. Grouping plants according to their water needs helps ensure that
water use is efficient and effective and that plantsdo not get more water than they need. Paces
where water naturally moves to (or gathers) are potential positionsfor plants that need more
water—as are placesthat are shady or sheltered.

After planting, all plants will need some extra water until their rootsestablish. However itis
important not to water plants too much—e ideais to condition the plantsso that, as faras
possible, they are able to cope with rainwateronly.

Gecko Regen has the expertise and experience to plan and give advice on water wise gardens.

We have been carrying out revegetation, bushland and dune restoration projects in the regon for
the past eight years and have planted over one million plants during this time.
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Some of the hardy plants native to South-Eastern Qu  eensland

Groundcov ers and scramblers

a flaxlily

barbed-wire grass
bluebeny lily
kangaroo grass
long4eaved matt-rush
native sarsaparilla
wombat berry

Shrubs
narrow-eaf wattle
twiggy myrtle
native gorse
large-leaved hap bush
purple pea bush
dogwood

wild may

white dogwood
hairy psychotiia
bluntdeaf pea
hairy bush pea

Large shrubs and small trees

black wattle

hickory wattle

sickle wattle
Brisbane wattle
black she-oak

soap tree
heath-leaved banksia
coastal banksia
hairpin banksia

Moderate water requirements

Dry-rainforestspecies
lillypilly satinash
diamond pittosporum
tuckeroo

foambark

red kamala

yellow pittosporum
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Dianella brevipedunculata
Cymbopogon refractus
Dianella aerulea
Themeda tiandra
Lomandralongifolia
Hardenbergia violacea
Eustrephus latifolius

Acacia longissima
Babingtonia similis
Daviesia ulicifolia
Dodonaea tiguetra
Hovea acutifolia
Jacksonia scopara
Leptospermum polygalifoium
Ozothamnus diosmifolius
Psychotria lonicenides
Pultenaea retusa
Pultenaea villosa

Acacia concurrens

Acacia disparrima subsp. disparrima
Acacia falcata

Acacdia firbriata

Allocasuarina littoralis
Alphitoniaexcelsa

Banksia ericifolia
Banksia integrifolia
Banksia spinulosa

Acmena smithii
Auranticarpa rhombifolia
Cupaniopsis anacardioides
Jagera psudorhus
Mallotus philippensis
Pitosporum revolutum
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